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~ REFLECTIONS ~ 
 

September 2025 

Delta Community Presbyterian Church 
~ Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoonover ~ 

DCPC 

1900 Willow Lake Road 

Discovery Bay, CA  94505 

Phone/Fax: (925) 634-0184 

Email: 

deltachurch@dcpcfamily.org 

Website: dcpcfamily.org 

All God’s Children 

Christian School 

Phone/Fax: (925) 513-8006 

E-mail: 

agcschool@agcschool.net 

Website: agcschool.net 

May each day 

bring Blessings of 

Gratitude, Joy, 

Sunshine & 

Laughter 

to us all. 
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Session Elders 
 

Dale Anderson                                      
   Administration & Personnel 
 
Open 
   Buildings & Grounds 
 
Open 
   Christian Education 
 
Marlanna Bathel                                  
   Clerk of Session 
 
Open 
   Fellowship 
 
Open 
   Finance 
 
Connie Beeby                                        
   Membership 
 
Jenny Rodrigues                                   
   Missions 
 
Open 
   Outreach 
 
Fred du Pont                                          
   Worship 

Elders and Deacons 
Deacons 

 

Mary Anderson                                 
 
Ruthanne Barber                              
 
Linda Hengl                                       
 
Janet O’Connell-Mangham*          
 
Judy Mitchell                                    
 
Rochelle Richardson                       
 
Jeanne Zwemer                                 
 

  * Head Deacon 

Staff and Others 
 

Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoonover       
   Pastor - Direct Line 
 
John McMillan                                 
   Commissioned Pastor 
 
Mary Torok                                       
   Church Office / Office Manager 
 
Cindy McMillan                              
   Music Coordinator/Pianist 
 
Janet Nelson                                     
   Historian 
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Pastor’s Corner 
 September starts with Labor Day this year. Fall can officially begin. 
Starbucks and Peet’s have already started their pumpkin spice offerings, 
and the football season has kicked off already. 
 

 Spiritually, we are also moving into a new season. Since the beginning 
of Summer, there have been events going on in the world, our country, 
our state, and in our own community that we should be lifting in prayer on a 
regular basis. As I shared during worship on August 24th, I am going to give 
you an outline to be able to pray for these events on a regular basis. If we 
commit to become a praying church, God will honor that commitment and 
we will start seeing change happen. Again, prayer isn’t about us, it is about 
God. We get out of his way so that he can move and create the change 
needed. Our prayers signify that we are listening to God and acknowledging 
our dependence upon Him. Dallas Willard defines prayer this way: Prayer is 
conversing, communicating with God. When we pray we talk to God, aloud or 
with our thoughts. In the nature of the case, prayer almost always involves 
other disciplines and spiritual activities if it is to go well, especially study, 
meditation, and worship, and often solitude and fasting as well. 
 

 This will be a longer than usual Pastor’s Corner, because what I am 
sharing with you will be an outline that you can use to ignite your prayer life 
and enable you to be part of a change that is guided and directed by God. 
I will be sharing the outline adapted from our Book of Common Worship. 
It comes from section five, which deals with our Mission to the World. 
We will mix times to praise God with times of lament (to mourn deeply). 
You can choose the various prayers depending on what is going on in the 
world around you. Each section has a prepared prayer for you to pray, 
and then there will be a chance at the end of the prayer for you to pray for 
specific events that you feel are important to lift in prayer. I pray that this 
outline will bring you a sense of focus for your prayers as well as providing 
you a deeper connection with God and his creation around you. 
 

 DCPC Prayer Outline 
 

In Times of Disaster 
 

God of compassion, keep vigil with us this day. We grieve for the dead and 
pray for the wounded. We watch and wait with those who seek news about 
loved ones. We remember those who serve others - rescue workers and 
police officers, nurses and physicians, and volunteers of every kind. 
Fill them with your breath of life as they bind up the brokenhearted, 
heal bodies, and bury the dead. Enfold us all in your tender care as we 
entrust our lives to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

(Please pray the school shooting in Minneapolis on 8/27/25; 
floods; hurricanes; etc) 
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Pastor’s Corner - Continued 
During a National Crisis 
 
God of ages, in your sight nations rise and fall, and pass through times of 
peril. Now when our land is troubled, be near to judge and save. May leaders 
be led by your wisdom; may they search your will and see it clearly. If we 
have turned from your way, help us to reverse our ways and repent. Give us 
your light and your truth to guide us; through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of this 
world, and our Savior. Amen. 
 
(Pray for the division we have in Washington, D.C.; uncertainty about the 
economy; immigration; war; racial tensions; etc.) 
 
In a Time of International Crisis 
 
Eternal God, our only hope, our help in times of trouble: show nations ways 
to work out differences. Do not let threats multiply or power to be used 
without compassion. May your will overrule human willfulness, so that people 
may agree and settle claims peacefully. Hold back those who are impulsive, 
lest desire for vengeance overwhelm our common welfare. Bring peace to 
earth, through Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace and Savior of us all. Amen. 
 
(Ukraine and Russia; Israel and Gaze (Palestine); China; etc.) 
 
For the Community Around Us 
 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus 
your Son. Look with compassion on the whole human family, take away 
the arrogance and hatred that infect our hearts, break down the walls that 
separate us, unite us in bonds of love, and, through our struggle and 
confusion, work to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good 
time, all nations and peoples may live in harmony; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
(Prayers for DCPC and AGC; Discovery Bay; Brentwood and surrounding 
communities; California; etc.) 
 
 I pray that you use this as a guide to help you start a consistent prayer 
life, praying for the world, our nation, our communities, and our church and 
schools. This is just a start. If you would like to know more about the Book 
of Common Worship, I would love to talk to you more about it. Let this 
Fall season start here in September with our focus being upon God and our 
relationship to Him through prayer. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Pastor Doug 
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Food Pantry Volunteers Needed 

 
 Be the hands and feet of Jesus; volunteer with Delta Christian Community Food 
Pantry!  Our mobile food pantry delivers groceries to families in need at 3 locations on 
Tuesday mornings, 52 weeks a year.  Whether you can help once a week, or once a 
month, at one location or all three, you can be a part of this great ministry. 
We set up at the following times and locations each Tuesday: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Come check us out! See our website for more information: www.deltafoodpantry.com 
or call Jenny Rodrigues at 925-625-2651 
 
"For I was hungry and you fed me"  Matthew 25:35 

 
Would you like to help the Food Pantry? 

 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following items: 
 

1.  Egg Cartons - NO flats please. 

2.  Rubber Bands - To fasten egg cartons closed. 

3.  Plastic Grocery Bags - Flattened please. 

4.  Zip Lock Bags - quarts and gallons. 

 

Please drop any items off in the Food Pantry Container 

Located in the Church Narthex 

 

 

Thank You, 

 

Jenny Rodrigues 

Missions Elder 

8:30 a.m. - St. Anne Catholic Church 
 

9:30 a.m. - Calvary Christian Church, in Knightsen 
 

10:30 a.m. - New Covenant Church, on Bethel Island 

http://deltafoodpantry.com/
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Delta Christian Community Food Pantry 
 

Distribution of food on Tuesdays 
 

8:30 a.m. - St. Anne Catholic Church, Byron 
 

9:30 a.m. - Calvary Church, Knightsen 
 

10:30 a.m. - New Covenant Church, Bethel Island 
 

Serving 120 - 150 families weekly. 

 
 

• Food, clothing, & household goods 
• Self-help resources 
• Donations of food & money are appreciated! 
• Donated items can be placed in the container 
   located in the narthex of Delta Community 
   Presbyterian Church. 
 

Volunteers are welcome! 

September Focus 
 

Canned Meat 
 

(Spam, Corned Beef, etc.) 
 

 & Tortillas 
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1 Children’s Ministry 
 

Come join us every Sunday for Sunday School, 

following Children’s Story Corner. Sunday School is more 

than just learning. We begin with a prayer, then work 

on an activity unique to each week's lesson. 

The children are engaged with a weekly Bible verse, and discussion. 

They get to create a work of art incorporating the verse, 

and then close the activity with prayer. 

 

To stay up to date and learn more about our 

Sunday School program, check out our church webpage at: 

 

https://www.dcpcfamily.org/sundayschool 

 

For more information contact the Church Office at: 

 

(925) 634-0184 or deltachurch@dcpcfamily.org 
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Be a Part of the LEGACY!!! 

 

 
 
 

Our Growing for God Building Campaign is about more than just buildings. 
It is about a ministry vision that started over 20 years ago. A vision of children 
learning about God in an environment filled with love and compassion. A school that 
would meet the educational needs of children for years to come. A church growing 
with those families and meeting the spiritual needs of the community around it. 
And with our new buildings, the legacy will continue and grow even stronger. 
We would love for you to be a part of this. Please click on the link and watch a video 
that takes you on a journey. A journey of faith. A journey of God's blessings. 
We pray that you will be a part of it. Please share this with all your friends. 

 
https://www.dcpcfamily.org/building 

 
 We just celebrated our 35th Anniversary as a church. What impact will your 
giving have 35 years from today? What impact will new families bring to our church 
and our community? We already have AGC Alumni returning as staff to the campus, 
paying it forward. Students are graduating from college and contributing in big ways 
to the world. 

 
Be a part of the EXCITEMENT! 

 
Hall of Fame $500 

Bronze Level $1,000 
Silver Level $2,500 
Gold Level $5,000 

Platinum Level $10,000 
Premier Level $25,000 

 
Donations via, Check, Cash, or QR Code 
Make checks payable to DCPC - 
memo “Growing for God Building Campaign” 
  
Delta Community Presbyterian Church 
1900 Willow Lake Rd. Discovery Bay, CA 94505 
  
If you want a personal tour of the campus call 
(925) 634-0184 or email deltachurch@dcpcfamily.org 

https://www.dcpcfamily.org/building
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We are in need of a new person or persons 
to be our recycling coordinator(s). 

If you feel called to help the church & environment,  
please let the church office know. 

 

 Please still bring your bottles and cans. 
 

 August: $108.52 
 

 Thank you Jim & Noah McKenzie 
 

Below is a list of what they can recycle: 
 

 Plastic Water Bottles/Plastic Soda Bottles/Gallon Water Jugs  
   (remove lid, crush bottle, replace lid) 
 Soda Cans / Beer Cans (Crush) 
 Glass Beer Bottles / Glass Soda Bottles 
 

 It must say CRV-California on the item. 
 

 No plastic milk bottles or SOUP CANS! 
 

 No wine bottles. 
 

 PLEASE!!!!  Separate bags for plastic, glass, 
   and aluminum cans. 
 
Drop your recycling off any time! 
The bin is located next to the garbage 
cans in front of the patio. 

 
   Thank You! 

RECYCLING 


